Woodfield Entertainers Christmas Panto December 2025
Dick Whittington

I attended both on Friday and Saturday evening, the Friday evening audience had a high proportion of youngsters and so gave an alternate perspective 
	ACT 1


	Front of House
	Those working at the door and in the general hall area were  very slick, bright, cheery and made you feel welcome. Good bit of pre Christmas music playing. Well done.


	Opening narration from King Rat and Fairy Bow Bell
	Opening narration, Great lighting, green for evil white for good, well done. King Rat and Fairy Bow Bell, (Simon and Louise) very good  projection and good characterization. Fairy Bow Bell was unflustered and clear. I’m sure it’s hard to keep going when a lot of the younger audience members are shouting out, but you did it well on both nights. Good costumes.


	Opening London Town scene
	The villagers (Val, Mia, Zohha, Aisha, Xander, Clare and Dan) were well animated, without being distracting, I did like the old man just enough, and funny.
Spice girls number, “who do you think you are” was very well known by all, and performed perfectly with good choreography. 
Dame Dora (Neil) seemed to struggle a bit with projection on the Friday night, but I understand that he was suffering with a sore throat, not much you can do about that. He seemed to do better on the Saturday with a slightly quieter audience. Always a good performance from Neil.
Idle Jack (Kenny) was a good animated character, he interacted with the audience very well and got them on side right away. He looked to be enjoying himself on stage, which I feel aided his performance.
Alderman Fitzwarren (Jo) with the rhyming slang  miss quotes was very clever, and I suspect hard to get wrong (if you understand what I mean) if you are saying strange lines don’t be afraid to push them out. The villagers could help get the audience on side with the Alderman, by looking and pointing at him quizzically each time he got it wrong, this would help reinforce the joke. 


	Alderman Fitzwarrens shop
	Dick, Tommy, Alice (Ligia, Denise, Cara) Each produced a very convincing performance. Alice never failed to deliver her lines to the audience and always shows great stage presence. Dick being the central character held the audiences attention. Tommy the cat always appeals well to the younger people, well done. The three of you produced a real thigh slapping, leg lifting, meowing contribution, well done. “Here I go again” song, was a good choice with Dick pushing it out to the audience. Cobbles joke was nicely delivered. Jokes came over better on the Saturday, again slightly quieter audience. Might have missed a trick with a bit of slap stick in the shop maybe??
Song, “Boy does Nothing”, again good choice and performed perfectly, well done.

	King Rat Lair and Song
	King Rat, “The Rattets” (Alex and Marie) Great choice of song “Every Body” well performed, I thought the “Ratetts” had exactly the right gestures and attitudes through the number , good job.
The 5.00 am bell gag, excellent ! (don’t know why I’ve written that but it must have meant something on the night!)


	Alderman Fitzwarren shop Dick and Alice song
	The song “Never Enough” with Dick and Alice.
Personally not sure about the song itself, maybe a bit slow for panto. But never the less performed very well.


	Outside London Bow Bell song
	Song “True colours” By Bow Bell. Great choice and performed perfectly with good timing.


	Pre voyage Dock Yard
	The 3 gags were very good and hit the spot, nice and clear. Alice “missed Dick” really push those innuendos, it’s panto.


	On Board with Scuttle Bucket
	Captain Skuttle Bucket (Betty) Great character, nice and punchy. Clever, singing the song in a foreign language, a good twist, the audience liked that.
Walking the plank sketch was funny, the younger audience  members really enjoyed that one. Then the slap stick with the plank was well timed with the sound crew doing a good job.


	Act 2


	Under The Sea Bow Bell song
	“Tide is High” song with Bow Bell was well paced and clear, a good choice. Any kind of scene setting would have helped the audience know where they were (a blue sheet with the sea, maybe)


	Shores of Xanadu
	“Xanadu” Perfect choice, very well known, great choreography, happy and bright, another good choice and well performed.


	Other side of Xanadu
	Sultanas No1 (Lisa) Delivered well, nice and clear, don’t forget to emphasise those orders.


	Survivors
	Good interlude with nervous smell gag coming across very well, particularly on the Saturday evening.


	Sultan Palace
	Sultan and his sultana (Dan and Trish) Great characters, loved the twist with the effeminate voice, good rapport between them both, sort of game show relationship, came across perfectly. Song “Jay ho” Excellent choreography, well animated.


	Sultans Palace Song
	“Never Gona Give you up” song. Brilliant choice, if anyone said they didn’t know it they were an alien imposter. It was lively well performed and bought the cast together perfectly, again choreography was on point along with the sound.


	Community Song
	Community song “Apt”. Wasn’t for me, but the younger audience seemed to love it and enjoyed singing along. I liked the fact that on the Saturday you grabbed a few of the other none participating members, that is a good idea, look to that in the future for the last night, it says who you are as a whole.


	Finale 
	Walk down song “Who Do You Think You “ great one to use. Finally song “Bring It All Back” another good choice, audience joined in with plenty of clapping.













Running Time: I heard a couple of people say that the first half was a bit long. Personally I would say that the running time was perfect, with the second half being a bit shorter, always works well.
Jokes: The cast have heard them over and over and they become well known to you, don’t forget your timing, as the audience are HEARING them for the first time, they don’t get the benefit of rehearsals.
Audience: I’m sure it’s harder working with a very excited younger audience. I felt on occasions the cast seemed to be a little intimidated by them, on the Friday night. Just push through, don’t hang back.
Identity: Maybe as an amdram group, you could adopt an encore song that says who the woodfield entertainers are. “Panto Heros”??? Like I say encore only but very much yours, own it.
Tick VG Comment: Pantomime is not about individuals, you are a sum of all your parts, and I think this performance showed that you all worked together to deliver a worthy performance. Well done, the effort you have all put in really does show.
