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Advertised as “A Revue Show with Japes and Jollity” - this was certainly an eclectic mix for an evening’s entertainment.  The whole cast was enthusiastic and this showed in the enjoyment for the audience.  It was good to see the range of ages within the cast (encourage the youngsters, they are like gold dust!) each with his or her own strength.  

I enjoyed the chorus/ensemble numbers, but would stress the importance of enunciation.  Directors and performers have worked for months, know the words that they are expecting to hear, and don’t always appreciate the audience do not know the words and have to be able to hear them clearly.  There were also occasions when the backing music was too loud to hear the words (especially in the clever ‘Mum Song’ to The William Tell Overture with Elaine), although I do appreciate it is difficult to obtain proper sound levels when there is no audience.  In the Woodies’ Orchestra – Grace Kelly, there was clever use of percussion, but this was slightly over-miked and managed to mask the words and harmony.  The Finale – You Can’t Stop the Beat - was a great climax with vibrant enthusiasm from everyone.

I loved Jamie and Laurence with Little Man Magic and the “mini-me” sequence was hilarious.  Dan, James and Tim (Chair Men and Babies) had the timing to be very funny (how did you persuade the men to don nappies??).  Dan, James and Eileen were brilliant in ‘A Tale of Two Brains’ (but Dan needed to stay in the lights).  Norma did well with the Victoria Wood monologues, and Jan (? Grumpy Woman) with The Babysitter and The Working Mum was wonderful (all mothers have been there!!).  

I will admit that the highlight of the evening for me was the Tennis sketch with Adam, Jackson and Jamie – so clever, and the timing was all.  Well done.

Congratulations to all concerned for a very enjoyable evening, from the supper, which was tasty and plentiful, the singing and especially the sketches (none of which I had seen before).  Well done Sara and Woodfield Entertainers.

Danny Sparkes
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